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The rea so n  t h i s  i s  e n t i t l e d  (2 )  i s  a v e r y  f i n e  r e p o r t  
on Owen B a r f i e l d ' s  p r e v io u s  v i s i t  to  S ou th ern  C a l i f o r n ia  a t  
R edlands U n iv e r s i ty  in  th e  S p r in g  o f  1969 th a t  appeared  in  
MYTHLORE 4 ,  w r i t t e n  by Rand K uhl. The draw ing i s  th e  
same one th a t  appeared  w ith  th a t  r e p o r t .
The m ost r e c e n t  v i s i t  was a t  C a l i f o r n ia  S t a t e  U n iv e r ­
s i t y  a t  F u l le r t o n ,  F ebruary 2 6 -2 8 . I  became a p p r ise d  o f  th e  
d e t a i l s  o f  h i s  v i s i t  by B ruce Weber o f  th e  f a c u l t y  o f  CSUF, 
who was one th e  prim e m overs in  a rra n g in g  t h i s  v i s i t .  The 
v i s i t  was h ig h l ig h t e d  b y  an a d d r e ss  o f  th e  t o p ic  " E vo lu tion "  
on th e  2 6 th  and a q u e s t io n  and answ er s e s s io n  on th e  In k ­
l i n g s  on th e  2 8 th .  F o llo w in g  th e  q u e s t io n  and answ er s e s ­
s io n  th e r e  was a r e c e p t io n  j o i n t l y  h o s te d  by The M ythopoeic  
S o c ie t y  and th e  S ou th ern  C a l i f o r n ia  C .S . L ew is S o c i e t y .  I t  
was a p le a s a n t  tim e o f  c h a t t in g  and book s ig n in g  b y  Mr. 
B a r f ie ld .
Now a t  th e  age o f  8 1 , Owen B a r f ie ld  h as se e n  a new r i s e  
o f  I n t e r e s t  in  h i s  th o u g h t and w r i t in g s  o v er  th e  l a s t  
decade and a h a l f ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  H is  
books on p h ilo so p h y  a r e  n o t e a s y  r e a d in g , b u t some f e e l  
th e y  p o in t  to  a new w o r ld -v ie w  th a t  p r o v id e s  s o lu t io n s  to  
some o f  th e  th o r n ie r  problem s o f  c u r r e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  p h i lo ­
sop h y . B a r f ie ld  i s  c o n s id e r e d  one o f  th e  m ost im portan t  
p h ilo so p h e r s  o f  t h i s  c e n tu r y , a l b e i t  t h i s  r e c o g n it io n  h as  
been  a lon g  tim e in  com ing.
A f te r  T o lk ie n ,  L e w is , and W ill ia m s , Owen B a r f ie ld  i s  th e  
fo u r th  b e s t  known member o f  th e  I n k l in g s .  He was a l i f e - l o n g  
b e s t  f r ie n d  o f  C .S . L e w is , who waged " th e  G reat War" w ith  him  
on p h i lo s o p h ic a l  m a t te r s .  T h is  i s  c o v ere d  b y  Humphrey Car­
p e n t e r ' s  book The I n k l i n g s . A dm irers o f  C .S . L ew is m ight 
make th e  m ista k e  o f  v ie w in g  B a r f i e l d ' s  im p ortan ce p r im a r i ly  
a s  L ew is' f r ie n d  and n o t  c o n s id e r in g  h i s  im portan ce in  h i s  
own r ig h t  — a s  w r i t e r  and p h ilo s o p h e r .  A v e r y  good i n t r o ­
d u c t io n  can  b e found in  R om antic R e l ig io n : A S tu d y  o f  B a r f i e l d ,  
L e w is , W il l ia m s , and T o lk ie n  b y  R .J . R e i l l y .
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N ich o lls, P e te r (e d .) . S cience F ic tio n  a t L arge: A c o lle c tio n  
o f essay s, by v ario u s hands, about th e  in te rfa c e  betw een 
s c ience f ic tio n  and r e a lity . New York: H arper and Row, 1976. 
224 P P - [L ew is, 132; T o lk ien , 20-21, 159-160.]
N icho lls ex p lain s in  h is  "In tro d u ctio n " th a t th e se  essays were 
read  a t an In s titu te  o f Contem porary A rts in  London, betw een 
January and M arch, 1975 (w ith  one ex cep tio n , when th e  speaker 
became i l l  and could no t d e liv e r th e  p ap e r). T here are  eleven 
essay s, seven by sc ie n c e -fic tio n  (o r fan ta sy ) w rite rs , fo u r by 
resp ec tab le  names in  o th e r f ie ld s  (such as A lvin T o ffle r, au thor 
o f F u tu re Shock) . Three o f th e  essays m ention Lewis o r T o lk ien :
(a) U rsula K. Le G uin, "S cience F ic tio n  and Mrs Brown", pp. 
13*33 [T o lk ien , 20-21J . Le Guin w rite s one o f th e  b e tte r  es— 
say s, d iscu ssin g  c h a ra c te riz a tio n  in  sc ien ce f ic tio n  and u sin g  
V irg in ia  W oolf's "Mr B ennett and Mrs Brown" as h er s ta rtin g  
p o in t. She uses The Lord o f th e  R ings as h er exam ple o f 
c h a ra c te riz a tio n  in  fan ta sy : " . . .a s  tra d itio n a l m yths and 
fo lk ta le s  break th e  com plex conscious d ay lig h t p e rso n a lity  down 
in to  i t s  arch ety p al unconscious dream tim e com ponents . . .  so 
T olkien . . . broke Frodo in to  fo u r: Frodo, Sam, Sm eagol, and 
G ollun; perhaps fiv e , counting  B ilb o . Gollura is  probably  th e  
b est ch a rac te r in  th e  book because he got two o f th e  com ponents, 
Smeagol and Gollum . . . .  Frodo h im self is  only  a q u a rte r o r 
a  f if th  o f h im self. Yet even so he is  som ething new to  fan ta sy : 
a v u ln erab le , lim ite d , ra th e r u n p red ic tab le h ero , who f in a lly
fails at his own qu est . . .  and has to  have i t  accom plished fo r
him by h is  m ortal Enemy, G ollum , who is , how ever, h is  kinsm an, 
h is  b ro th e r, in  fa c t h im se lf. [M oreover, FrodoJ has to  go on, 
leav e home, make th e  voyage o u t, in  fa c t d ie —som ething fan ta sy  
heroes never do, and a lle g o rie s  a re  in cap ab le o f doing" (p . 2 1 ).
(b ) A lan G arner, "In n er Tim e", pp . 119-138 [L ew is, 132]. 
G am er w rite s a very  p erso n al essay , about h is  nervous problem s 
and th e ir  so lu tio n s . He d escrib es th e  r e lie f  and new energy 
gained from  th e  rem oval o f a p sy ch o lo g ical blockage in  th e se  
te rm s, in  a d d itio n  to  th e  more p erso n al ones: "The involvem ent 
o f an acad em ically -tra in ed  W estern mind w ith  a p rim itiv e  c a ta s­
tro p h ic  p rocess (th a t i s , th e  w aking experience o f A ljira , 
D ream -tim e, th e  Illu d  Tempus o f anthropology) is  n o t alw ays 
p le a sa n t, b u t i t  is  never fa r  from  what C. S . Lewis c a lls  'J o y ', 
and I  would have i t  no o th e r way" (p . 132).
(c ) P e te r N ich o lls, "S cience F ic tio n : The M onsters and th e  
C ritic s " , pp. 157-183 [T o lk ien , 159-160]. N ich o lls p o in ts  ou t 
h is  ad ap ta tio n  o f th e  t i t l e  o f T o lk ie n 's essay  "B eow ulf: The 
M onsters and th e  C ritic s " , b u t th e  re s t o f N ic h o lls ' essay  
does no t make a p o in t analogous to  T o lk ie n 's—th e  m onsters are  
no t th e  bug-eyed m onsters and o th e r a lie n s  o f sc ien ce f ic tio n  
b u t bothersom e asp ec ts o f th e  3F f ie ld  i ts e lf :  The S entim ental 
S ty lis t, The B lurb W riter, The In su ffic ie n tly  M onstrous A lien , 
The M onster o f Anarchy (a c tu a lly  a d iscu ssio n  o f th e  m ethods 
o f d ep ic tin g  anarchy ), and The M onster o f F u lfille d  Prom ise 
(th e  w rite r who re p e a ts h im se lf). The ty p es o f c r itic s  rece iv e  
eq u a lly  cu te t i t l e s .
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